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Creating Successful Writers through  6 + 1 Trait Instruction and Assessment

Grades 1-6

Instructor: Ellen Baker M.Ed.

Credits: 3 graduate credits from Union Institute and University

Dates: August 17-21, 3:00 – 6:00pm, September 14-18, November 9-13, 2009 4:00 – 7:00pm
Course Description:

This course provides an introduction to the 6 + 1 Trait Model of writing instruction. It is a shared vision and vocabulary for describing the qualities of writing across all genres. By understanding the traits: ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, conventions and presentation, we can offer a precise language to be used for assessment and instruction in the elementary school. Topics will include: definition of The Traits, focused instructional strategies, rubrics for student and teacher use, sample lessons and practice in scoring actual pieces of writing.

Course Objectives:

1. Discuss the definition of the Traits as they relate to student writing.

2. Develop focused learning opportunities for students to use the traits.

3. Demonstrate use of the scoring rubrics for both students and instructors with actual pieces of writing.

4. Develop the ability to provide constructive feedback to students through the use of the 6+1 Trait vocabulary and vision.

5. Create an understanding of audience and purpose when writing.

Planned Teaching Methods:

1. Lecture

2. Class discussion groups (small and large)

3. Experiential work with writing pieces

4. Self-reflection

5. Individual Projects

6. Field-based learning opportunities with students

Students evaluation with be based on:

1. Regular Attendance



50 points

2. Active participation in all classes


50 points
including small and group work

3. Satisfactory completion of assignments

-reflective journals                              

50 points

-lesson plans                                     

100 points

-assessment practice                            

50 points

-final presentation                              

100 points

-reflective paper                                 

100 points

                      

Total points                 500 points

Grading Criteria:

A- In order for a student to receive a grade of “A’ work must be of exceptional quality, extremely well-organized. The student will consistently demonstrate originality, insight and critical thinking. The student is clearly able to accurately articulate his or her learning. The student meets all of the course expectations. The student accumulates 450-500 points.

B- In order for a student to receive a grade of “B” work must be well-organized and demonstrate comprehension of the material. The student attends to details and meets all of the course expectations. The student is able to articulate his or her learning. The student accumulates 400-449 points.

C- In order to receive a grade of “C’ work must demonstrate comprehension and attention to detail and organization. The student meets most of the course expectations. The student is able to articulate his or her learning with some difficulty. The student accumulates 350-399 points.

D- In order to receive a grade of “D” work is marginal and the student has difficulty with organization and attention to details. There are some problems articulating his or her learning. The student meets few of the course expectations. The points accumulated are 300-349.

F- The student does not meet course expectations. There are consistent problems with the students work. Less than 300 points.

Texts:  

Culhum, Ruth. Theory and Practice, 6+1 Traits of Writing: The Complete Guide Grades 3 and Up. New York: Scholastic, Inc. 2000. http://www.culhamwriting.com/ 
McMahon,Carolyn & Warrick Peggy. Wee Can Write. Oregon: NWREL. 2005
http://www.thetraits.org/products?gclid=CNrM6KGT8ZICFQJxHgodDF6kbA 
 Selected articles distributed in a course pack
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