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Course:

Differentiating Instruction in the Regular Classroom
Instructor:  

Cathy Ross
Prerequisites:
None




Number of Credits:
3 semester credits, 45 hours
Course Description:

Student populations in schools today are very diverse. Students differ in their readiness to learn, the ways in which they prefer to learn, and the areas of interest that motivate their learning.  Differentiated instruction is based on the belief that classrooms where students are active learners, active inquirers, and active problem solvers are more effective than those where students passively receive a “one-size-fits-all” curriculum.   This course introduces teachers to instructional strategies and methodologies that will enable them to create powerful learning experiences to meet the wide range of different student needs in their classrooms.

School improvement plans in virtually every school, regardless of grade level configuration, underscore the importance of helping all students achieve academic success and meet educational standards.  This can be a challenge due to the wide range of abilities present in today’s schools. It is clear from the research that the intentional use of differentiated instruction strategies is highly effective in meeting diverse learner needs and positively impacting student achievement.  

This course focuses on best practices in differentiation and provides teachers with the knowledge and skills they need to implement these methods in their own classrooms. Through learning activities, and the practice and application of skills, participants gain new levels of expertise which will enable them to create instructional experiences in an engaging classroom atmosphere to help all of their students reach their full potential.
Course Objectives:  Participants will

· Understand the principles of differentiated instruction 

· Learn the components of learning style and their applications in the classroom

· Understand how enduring understanding, student engagement, student outcomes, and teacher behaviors that cause learning to happen are critical elements of differentiated instruction

· Practice designing multiple paths to reach a specific learning objective

· Create lessons that differentiate content, process, and product

· Learn how to differentiate instruction to meet diverse student learning styles, readiness levels, and interests

· Understand how brain-compatible learning corresponds with differentiated instruction methodologies

· Design learning activities that increase student engagement by enhancing semantic, episodic, procedural, automatic, and emotional memories

· Plan lessons that differentiate instruction across four continuums

· Practice using tiered instruction and anchor activities with flexible groups  

· Design and use essential questions and effective questioning strategies

· Understand how scaffolding and coaching can assist struggling learners

· Explore practical ideas for increasing active student participation and using graphic organizers in a whole-class setting

· Understand how to use assessment as an integral part of instruction in a differentiated classroom

· Design performance tasks to use as assessment tools

· Plan and teach lessons based upon enduring understanding that differentiate content, process, and product to meet individual student needs

Student Expectations:

This online course is experiential and interactive. Participants will engage in a variety of activities to learn, practice, and apply the skills outlined in the course. This will include workbook exercises, short answers that are reviewed by a moderator, quizzes, the development of written lessons using differentiated strategies, classroom implementation of these strategies, and analysis of both the lesson and the students’ response to the lesson.  A final exam is also a part of the course. Participation in all of these areas is necessary for students to successfully complete the course with a passing grade. 

Special Features

The course allows for a variety of interactive activities to practice specific skills. Lessons in video format and those summarized in the course are varied to provide examples of specific strategies used in differentiated instruction in different subjects and at different grade levels.   Participants have repeated opportunities to apply the skills learned in this course in their own classrooms through implementation assignments.
Instructor Description

Catherine Ross, M.Ed., is a former teacher and administrator who is now an international educational consultant.  For over 25 years Ms. Ross has been working with teachers, administrators, and school districts in the areas of curriculum development, instructional strategies, and school reform.  She has designed and delivered a variety of workshops on many issues and topics.  She has written and published a curriculum series, coordinated district-wide professional development classes, assisted high schools with accreditation requirements, and designed and administered special programs for high-risk students.  Ms. Ross has a background rich in practical knowledge across a wide range of educational concerns, including curriculum alignment, best instructional practices, authentic assessment, classroom management, teacher mentoring, and school leadership.  She has worked at all levels, K-12, in both public and independent school settings. These experiences readily transfer to the online setting of this course. 

· BA in Education—K-12— University of Washington 

· M Ed — Education— Curriculum and Instruction— University of Washington 

· Adjunct faculty—SPU, Western Washington
Methods of Instruction

A variety of strategies are employed in this course: 

· Content presented for participants to read online—the formal instruction 

· Video clips of lessons demonstrating elements of differentiation

· Specific and varied learning activities to practice skills and strategies 

· Online forum for participants to post answers to questions and summarize student responses to differentiated lessons in their own classrooms 

· Classroom examples, specific strategies, activities, implementation assignments, and quizzes are included in each course module so skills are acquired and practiced at high enough levels of understanding to be applied throughout the course
Quizzes (8)
Reflective exercise (44)

On-line assignments (25)

Mid-term (1)

Final exam (1)  

Content Outline/Topics

Lesson One
A. Introduction 

B. Elements of a Differentiated Classroom

Lesson Two
A. Understanding Diverse Student Characteristics

B. Learning Styles – The Many Elements

C. Understanding Multiple Intelligences

Lesson Three

A. What’s Your Style?

B. Learning Styles Favored in a “Typical” Classroom

C. How Culture Relates to Learning Style

Lesson Four
A. The Many Shapes of Differentiation

B. Teaching for Enduring Knowledge

C. Begin With the End in Mind

Lesson Five
A. Taking Different Paths to Get to the Same Place

B. Differentiating Content, Process, and Product

C. Responding to Different Levels of Readiness

D. Responding to Different Interests

E. Responding to Different Learning Styles

Lesson Six
A. Effective Strategies for Differentiation – An Overview

B. Effective Strategies for Differentiation – Underlying Principles

C. Effective Strategies for Differentiation – Specific Approaches

Midterm Exam

Lesson Seven
A. Understanding Brain-Compatible Learning

B. Why We Remember – And Why We Forget

C. How Vivid Lessons Enhance Memory

Lesson Eight
A. Differentiating to Meet Readiness Needs

B. Planning Tiered Instruction

C. Examples of Tiered Instruction

D. Using Anchor Activities with Flexible Groups

Lesson Nine
A. Differentiating with Your Whole Class

B. Increasing Active Student Participation

C. Using Graphic Organizers

D. Asking Powerful Questions

Lesson Ten
A. Assessment in the Differentiated Classroom

B. Creating Performance Assessments

C. Scaffolding Performance Tasks

D. Putting It All Into Action In Your Own Classroom
Final Exam 
The final exam is in two parts. There will be a comprehensive exam that assesses all course content.  Each participant will also engage in a differentiated instruction teaching experience, self-evaluate that experience according to a rubric, and report the results to the forum.  The combination of the two will determine the passing grade.
Skills Transfer

The entire course is designed for application in the real world of the participant.  The course not only provides the core knowledge of what differentiation is and why it is effective, it also gives numerous examples of effective differentiation strategies that can be immediately transferred by participants into their classroom practices. 
Grading Criteria

The students will have the option of pass/fail or a letter grade when they register for the course.  They will receive a passing grade upon completion of the course and all its’ elements.  

For a B grade:

Completion of all online assignments, workbook assignments, postings to online forum, and response to practice done in own setting.  Passing the final exam with a score of between 80% and 90%.

For a A grade:

Completion  of all online assignments, workbook assignments, postings to the online forum, and response to practice done in own setting.  Passing the final exam with a score between 90% and 100%.
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Additional Information:

CE Credits Online develops university accredited, professional development courses for teachers & educators.  Our courses are designed for educators, by educators, and are standards driven to help schools meet national and regional student achievement goals.   More and more teachers are discovering that you can do online training and still be part of a shared learning community.  All programs are structured to encourage online peer-to-peer discussion and collaboration.  In addition, CE Credits Online courses are perpetual – meaning that educators have access to course content indefinitely.

System Requirements:
PC Platform

-Win 98/NT/2000/XP

-200 MHZ Intel Pentium Processor or better

-32 MB or more of RAM

-Internet Connection:  A dial up 56.6 kbps modem or better (if you have a dial-up connection, you will need the CD-ROM to view the videos)

-Sound card and speakers

-Macromedia Flash Player 7.0 or Higher

-Internet Explorer 5.0 or higher

-Netscape 4.7 or higher

Macintosh Platform

-Mac OS 8.1 or later

-32 MB RAM

-Virtual Memory turned on, set to 64 MB

-604 PowerPC

-Internet Connection:  A dial up 56.6 kbps modem or better (if you have a dial-up connection, you will need the CD-ROM to view the videos)

-Macromedia Flash Player 7.0 or higher

-Microsoft Internet Explorer 5.0 or higher or Netscape 4.7 or higher

-Netscape 4.7 or higher

-Safari 1.0 (works only on OS 10.2)
VITA

Catherine M. Ross

Home and Office Address:  5715 - 58th Avenue NE




         Seattle, Washington 98105

Telephone:

         (206) 522-0088


TEACHING AND ADMINISTRATIVE EXPERIENCE

1996 - present
 Educational consultant in private practice; adjunct faculty, Seattle 



 Pacific University, curriculum developer.

1991 – 1996
Coordinator, Special Programs, Highline Public Schools.

 Responsible for coordination and supervision of district

 programs for high-risk students, including Title I, LAP, High 

 School Alternative Programs, and Multicultural Education.  

1987 – 1991
Project Director, Learning Assistance Program, Highline Public 

  Schools.  Responsible for management of district-wide programs for high-risk       students, and supervision and training of 65 paraeducators in best instructional practices.

1975 - 1987

Project Manager, Highline Indian Tutoring Program, Highline 

Public Schools.  Responsible for creating, implementing, and supervising tutorial programs and other special services for 800 Native American students in the district.

1969 - 1970

Reading Specialist for grades K-6, Shoreline Public Schools.

1964 - 1969

Teacher, Brookside Elementary, Shoreline Public Schools.

EDUCATION




Bachelor of Arts, Magna Cum Laude




University of Washington, 1964




Master of Education, Curriculum and Instruction




University of Washington, 1968

CERTIFICATION




Washington State Standard Teaching Certificate,




  kindergarten through grade twelve
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CONSULTING EXPERIENCE

1996 - Present

Grand Rapids Public Schools, Grand Rapids, Michigan




Tucson Unified School District, Tucson, Arizona

Vancouver Public Schools, British Columbia, Canada




Northwest Association of Schools and Colleges




Port Alberni Public Schools, British Columbia, Canada




Granite Public Schools, Salt Lake City, Utah




Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction for

     Washington State

Association of Washington School Principals




Olympic Educational Service District 114




Puget Sound Educational Service District 121




Southwest Educational Service District 112




Northwest Educational Service District 189




Educational Service District 101




Kent, Auburn, Spokane, Bellingham, Blaine, Ferndale, Edmonds,  

Yakima, Steilacoom, Snohomish, Woodland, Monroe, Northshore, Sumner, North Kitsap, Port Townsend, Riverview, Anacortes,  Fife, Chimacum, White River, Highline, Mukilteo, Rainier, Taholah, Shelton, Washougal, Hoquiam, Cheney, Kelso, Tacoma, Renton, Lake Chelan, and Seattle School Districts in Washington State 

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 

1996


Presenter, National Indian Education Conference, Tucson,




  Arizona: Creating Multiculturally Sensitive Classrooms

1999, 00, 01, 02, 03
Presenter, Puget Sound ESD Ready Set Goals 1-4 Conference, 

Seattle, Washington: Strategic Reading, Reading in the Content 

Areas, How to Read and Write Math, Differentiated Instruction

2000, 2001, 2002
Presenter, Canadian First Nations Conference, Winnipeg, Manitoba,

  Canada, four-day sessions: Best Practices in Reading and Math  

HIGHER EDUCATION TEACHING EXPERIENCE

1990 - Present

Seattle University: graduate courses in higher level thinking skills, 



 multicultural curriculum, instructional methods; supervision of 

 


 elementary and secondary teacher interns

1990 - Present 
Seattle Pacific University: graduate and undergraduate courses in 

secondary social studies methods, multicultural education,  

elementary and secondary reading/language arts, instructional  

methods, questioning strategies and classroom-based assessment 
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PUBLICATIONS

Ross Test of Higher Cognitive Processes, copyright 1976, Academic Therapy  Publications, Novato, California.

Cognitive Challenge Cards, copyright 1978, Academic Therapy Publications, California.   

Native American Curriculum Series, with co-author Roger Fernandes, copyright 1986, Curriculum Associates Northwest, Seattle, Washington.

Teaching About Thanksgiving, with co-authors Roger Fernandes and Mary Robertson, copyright 1986, Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, Olympia, Washington.

Community Kaleidoscope, part of a curriculum series entitled Reach For Kids, copyright 1988, The REACH Center for Ethnic and Cultural Heritage, Seattle, Washington.

Under the Law, with co-author Jo Rosner, copyright 1989, Washington State Bar Association, Seattle, Washington.

Within the Law, with co-author Jo Rosner, copyright 1990, Legal Foundation of Washington, Seattle, Washington.

Happy Birthday Bill of Rights, copyright 1991, Thompson-Shore Publications,

Detroit, Michigan.
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Terry Barber, Director, Professional Development, Association of Washington School Principals, Olympia, (360) 357-7951

Deborah Gonzales, Director of Teaching and Learning, Puget Sound Educational Service District, Seattle, Washington (206) 439-6904 
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